
     The XXIII News 
 

St. John XXIII, OFS fraternity                    Secular Franciscan Order ~USA                   December 2021 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 We are Secular Franciscans living in the world and sharing our Franciscan Charism by “going 

from gospel to life, and life to the gospel”, by following Jesus Christ in the footsteps of St. 
Francis and St. Clare; and by following our apostolic Rule we strive to build up the Kingdom of 

God in our lifetimes by our prayers, works and fraternal community.

December Gathering 
December 11/12 – Fraternity Apostolate, 
Story of the Nativity & Bird Seed Packets 
Meet in the back of St. Bonaventure Church near 
the fireplace.  We will be in the St. Francis Room. 
Volunteers signed up as of November 30: 
Saturday Mass – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. volunteers: 
Trudy, Mary Ann, Bonita, Kathy & Tim 
Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. volunteers: 
Mary, Jim, Kathy, & Tim 
Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. volunteers: 
Mary, Jim, Kathie, Kathy & Tim, Lori 
Fraternity Christmas Party to follow clean-up at 
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. in the Francis Room. 
Bring a small gift for a gift exchange and your 
favorite Christmas treat to share, Tim has 
drinks. Don’t forget donations for our families! 
 

December III Order Feasts 
3.   St. Francis Xavier  
5.   Bl. Peter of Siena 
6.   Bl. Elisabeth la Bonne  
8.   Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
9.   Bl. Delphine de Glandeves 
11. Bl. Hugolinus Magalotti 
11. Fr. Steve McMichael’s Birthday 
12. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
14. Bl. Barthole Buonpedini  
18. Bl. Mary Francis Schervier 
21. St. Raphael Kalinowski 
22. St. Francis Xavier Cabrini 
24. Mary Kopelke’s Birthday 
25. Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
26. Feast of the Holy Family 
26. St. Albert Chmielowski  
28. Feast of the Holy Innocents 
29. Bonita Hartmann’s Birthday 
31. St. Gaspard Buffalo 

January 2022 Gathering 
January 9 – Epiphany Party, Activities building, 
St. Bonaventure’s, Room #4, 1:00-3:30 pm. Bring 
your filled water bottle! 
Liturgy of the Hours – Kathy Taormina 

Bring your cell phone, tablet or prayerbook! 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing – Kathy Taormina 
On-Going Formation – Extraction of Saints 
Food – members last names A-N 
Desserts – members last name P-Z 
 

January III Order Feasts 
1.  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
3.  Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus  
3.  Bl. Christiane Menaburi  
3.  Joan Marcatelli’s Profession, 2004 
4.  Lori Hinker’s birthday 
6.  Feast of the Epiphany (traditional) 
7.  St. Angela of Foligno  
8.  Bl. Eurosio Fabris 
9.  Baptism of Our Lord 
10. Bl. Gregory X, Pope  
15. Bl. Jacques del Piebe  
17. Bl. Giuseppe Tovinii 
18. Bl. Jeanne of Saint Mary  
19. Bl. Marcel Spinola y Maestre  
20. Joe & Mitzi Sperazella’s Profession, 2002 
21. Bl. Joseph Nascimbeni  
22. St. Vincent Pallotti 
22. Bl. Joseph Nascimbeni 
24. Bl. Paule Gamgara-Costa  
25. Bl. Emmanuel Dominguo y Sol  
26. Bl. Georges Matulwicz  
27. St. Angela Merici  
28. Janet Holmes’s birthday 
29. St. Francis de Sales, Cordbearer 
30. St. Hyacintha de Mariscotti 
31. St. John Bosco 



 

December Formation 
Initial Formation for Candidate – ZOOM, 
December 21, 1:30 pm.  Franciscan Journey 
 

Pope’s/Ciofs Prayers for Dec. 
Pope’s Universal:  For the evangelization – 
Catechists:  Let us pray for the catechists, 
summoned to announce the Word of God: may 
they be its witness, with courage and creativity and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
CIOFS: 
For the growth of the OFS and YouFra in the world. 
 

Fraternity Prayer List 
We pray for: 
The victim’s and the families affected by fires, 
 flooding, droughts & earthquakes; 
Those displaced from their homes & countries; 
An end to the Covid19 pandemic & all its variants; 
The decrease in the polarization of our country and 
 her people over politics, religion, and health 
 care and for the country’s healing & peace; 
St. Junipero Serra Emerging Fraternity whom we 
 sponsor; 
Sue’s sisters Patty and Cathy and her brother 
 Greg’s business and Luis and Noé; 
Mary Ann’s sister Susie, healing from an infection; 
Bonita’s body to be pain free; 
Lori’s health and safety of her family and the 
 blessings of a new grandchild; 
Janet’s thanksgiving for all God's blessings, and for 
 all my family members, living and deceased; 
 total healing of her son Scotty; 
Mary’s niece Ashley and nephew Neal; 
Joan’s friends and family, the Franciscans and for 
 no further Covid cases at the LSTP; 
Norma’s friend Karen;  
Kay’s continued health and happiness; 
Trudy’s successful radiation treatments and total 
 healing and for her kids & grandkids; 
Kathie’s ability to pay her bills since her hours were 
 cut at work; 
Mitzi and her family’s intercessions; 
Kathy & Tim’s family for health and job security and 
 for Nicci’s healing from stomach cancer; 
Jim’s friends Landon & Theresa and new infant 
 Theresa Maria for total healing; 

Fr. Steve, his writings, studies and his students; 
All the friars as they adjust to their new places; 
The new Order of priests at St. Bonaventure’s; 
And all the prayers in the depths of our hearts! 
 

Fraternity Infirmarian Report 

This month, on behalf of our Fraternity, I have sent 
Thanksgiving cards to our Poor Clare Sisters and 
our entire Fraternity. Let us continue to keep each 
other, and all our sisters and brothers, living and 
deceased, in our thoughts and prayers. Let us 
thank God for calling us to live the gospel in the 
spirit of St. Francis.   "From the fullness of His 
grace, we have received one blessing after 
another" John 1:16 
 
Respectfully submitted by Janet Holmes, OFS 
 

Fraternity Minutes 
November 14, 2021 
Present:  Bonita Hartmann, Mary Ann Bucklin, Jim 
Terry, Mary Kopelke, Trudy Phillips, Fr. Steve, Tim 
and Kathy Taormina, Kathy Sirek, via zoom; Norma 
Noonan and Janet Holmes. 

Opening prayer led by Mary Kopelke: Renewal of 
profession. From the Ritual of the Secular 
Franciscan Order, Chapter 5 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing led by Kathie Sirek.  
Taken from the 13th chapter of Mark and focusing 
on the end times. Our sharing was reflective of 
being prepared and keeping Jesus as the center of 
our life since this world will pass away and to focus 
on be properly prepared to be citizens of God's 
Kingdom.  

On-Going Formation: Holy Half Hours: Articles 25 
and 26. This concluded our formation on the rule. 
These last two articles pointed out the importance 
of each Fraternity members responsibility for the 
financial well-being of the order and even more 
importantly the contribution of our own self and our 
diverse God given gifts which we share in 
Fraternity.  

Franciscan 101: Christmas Bird Seed packing. 

Kathy Sirek opened the business meeting with 
prayer. 

Old Business: 
Previous months minutes and treasury report were 
approved unanimously.  
 



Mary K and Kathy T each shared a bit of 
information concerning the families we contacted 
through St. Vincent DePaul.  Both families are in 
need and we are happy we can help them. 

New Business: 
Christmas apostolates:  After a brief discussion 
concerning the 2 families and how to disperse the 
Christmas gift a motion was approved to increase 
the gift to $500.00 for each family for a total of 
$1,000.00.  A final decision was not reached on 
how to disperse those funds but it was proposed 
that we invite them to pick up the gift sometime 
during our December Fraternity meeting.  
Additionally watch for an email to guide us in the 
event we would like to do something individually to 
meet specific needs. 
There was a motion made to purchase an 
advertisement in the program for the upcoming 
2022 Quinquennial in Phoenix for our St. John 
XXIII, OFS Fraternity. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

A motion was made to donate $300.00 to the Poor 
Clare's in Rochester.  That passed unanimously.  

During the business meeting we were busy packing 
Bird seed to hand out at the Weekend Masses at 
St. Bonaventure over the Dec 11 and 12 weekend. 
A volunteer list was circulated for Mass time 
coverage. See newsletter for more information.  If 
you were unable to sign up, please contact a 
Fraternity member to come on board. 

Action Items: 
GET EXCITED about your Franciscan vocation. 
Pray! 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jim Terry, OFS 
 

 

Fraternity Treasury Report 
$4,235.42       Balance as of November 1, 2021 
  
Income: 
$  680.00 November Common Fund 
$    40.79 Christian Prayer 2022 books 
  
Expenses from common fund: 
$  127.60     Fraternity Christmas birdseed 

project, ink 
      (including Christian prayer book $40.54)    
 
$4,828.61    Total as of December 1, 2021 
 
Committed but not yet spent: 
$1,000.00 Aid to families 
$   300.00 Poor Clare Sisters in Rochester 
 
Restricted Funds: 
$   780.73        Meagher Memorial Formation Fund 
$   865.00        2022 Fair Share for 14 OFS, 1 Can. 
$   360.00        2022 Fair Share SJS 6 OFS 
$2,005.73       Total Restricted Funds 
 
$1,522.88     Available Funds as of December  
  1, 2021 
 
Respectfully submitted by Norma Noonan, OFS 
 
 

St. Junipero Serra 

Emerging 

Fraternity News 
 

Iris Sanford and Veronica Willand will be calling in 
to the formation training session Nov 20th. Our 
group will be helping with registration for the Spring 
Gathering April 23. Fr. David put forth some ideas 
for an apostolate which we discussed; We will be 
sending letters/cards to various groups of people of 
our parishes - those in mourning, religious 
education students and parents, and to shut-ins/ 
prayer list parishioners.  Peace and all-good! 
 
Respectfully submitted by Louise Heim, OFS 
SJS Acting Secretary 
 

T 



SJ23rd Council 
Minister – Kathleen Sirek, OFS 651-666-3985 
Vice Minister – Jim Terry, OFS 612-964-1660 
Secretary – Mitzi Speranzella, OFS 612.979-7168 
Treasurer – Norma Noonan, OFS 651-343-4516 
Formation – Kathy Taormina, OFS 952-457-2209 
Spiritual Assistant–Fr. Steve McMichael, OFM Conv. 

Infirmarian – Janet Holmes, OFS 952-913-8539 
 

***Remember – to be excused, please call the 
fraternity Minister, Kathie Sirek! 

 
© 2021 Publication of St. John XXIII, OFS 

Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order 
for more information: 952-457-2209 

or kathysfo@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini 

Feast Day – Dec. 22 

 

Born in 1850 at Sant'Angelo di Lodi in Lombardy, 

Mary Frances Cabrini was the youngest in a 

peasant family of 13 children. Even as a child she 

was known for her piety and love of prayer; and 

she dreamed of being a missionary in China. 

At 18 Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini received her 

teacher's certificate; and when her parents died 

the following year, she sought admission in two 

different sisterhoods but was rejected because of 

her poor health. During the next 10 years she 

devoted herself to teaching and directing a school 

for orphans, and satisfied her zeal by giving 

catechism instructions and visiting the poor 

during free time. During a smallpox epidemic in 

1872 she did heroic work as a nurse. 

But Mary Frances still wanted to be a missionary; 

and in 1880, with the encouragement of the 

bishop of Lodi, she and a few companions took 

up their residence in a former Franciscan Friary 

and thus founded a new religious community, 

namely the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 

Heart. Previously Mother Frances Xavier, as 

Mary Frances was now called, had been an 

exemplary Tertiary of St Francis of Assisi. In 

the decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites 

on the heroic quality of her virtues we find the 

following statement: "She imitated to a high 

degree the virtue of three saints who bear the 

name of Francis, and modeled her life according 

to their example. Thus she imitated the virtues 

and example of St Francis of Assisi, whose Third 

Order rule she professed and fully observed." 

And even after founding a new sisterhood, 

Mother Cabrini continued to derive inspiration 

from the example of the Poverello for her mission 

of apostolic charity. 

In 1888 Mother Cabrini's institute received the 

approval of the Holy See; and the next year Pope 

Leo XIII directed her to go, not to China, but to 

the United States, and to make the Italian 

emigrants in that country the object of her 

charitable and apostolic work.  With six 

companions, Mother Cabrini arrived in the United 

States on March 31, 1889; and, though she also 

visited Central and South America, she spent the 

greater part of her remaining life in the United 

States. She became a United States citizen in 

Seattle in 1909. 

At first Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini encountered 

many difficulties, but soon she accomplished the 

apparently impossible. Amidst feverish activity, 

she always maintained great tranquility of soul 

and prayerful union with God, entrusting all her 

undertakings to God with unbounded trust in 

Divine Providence. 

When the cause of her beatification was 

commenced in 1928, her sisters, 2,000 in 

number, were caring for 67 institutions in 8 

countries of America and Europe. Mother Cabrini 

suffered from fevers for months at a time, but 

she kept up her amazing activities for God and 

for souls until she died at Columbus Hospital in 

Chicago on December 22, 1917, at the age of 67. 

 

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini was beatified in 

1938, and canonized in 1946, the first United 

States citizen to be thus raised to the full honors 

of the altar.  Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini "Mother 

of the Emigrant's" body rests beneath the high 

altar in the chapel of Mother Cabrini High School, 

in the northernmost part of Manhattan, New York 

City. 

from: The Franciscan Book Of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM 
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